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BACKGROUND

In this proceeding, the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company
(BNSF) has filed a notice of exemption under 49 CFR 1152.50 seeking exemption from
the requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10903 for BNSF to abandon an 8.00 mile rail line in
Bames County, North Dakota. The line begins at milepost 0.00 near Sanbom, and ends at
milepost 8.00 near Rogers. A map depicting the entire rail line in relationship to the area
served is appended to the report. If the notice becomes effective, BNSF will be able to
salvage track, ties and other railroad appurtenances and to dispose of the right-of-way.

DESCRIPTION OF THE LINE

According to BNSF, the right-of-way for the line proposed for abandonment was
initially acquired by the Northem Pacific Railway (NP) between 1875 and 1902 which
then merged into the Burlington Northern Railroad (BN) in 1970. In 1995, BNSF was
formed as a result of the merger between BN and the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway. BNSF states that there is now no demand for or prospect of rail service over
the line, and that no traffic has originated, terminated, or moved overhead on this line
segment for at least two years. Consequently, no rail traffic will be diverted to highway
mode as a result of the abandonment.

According to BNSEF, the line passes through a mostly flat, rural farming area that
is planted in com, soybeans, and wheat. The right-of-way width varies between 100 to
200 feet. During salvage operations, BNSF will take any needed precautions to ensure
public safety at the 12 public crossing located along the line and elsewhere as needed.

BNSEF has indicated that the ratl line may be suitable for public use such as a
trail. To date, BNSF has not received any inquires about public use of the right-of-way.
BNSEF has indicated that for part of the properties involved, title considerations may
affect the conveyance of land for purposes other than railroad uses. Based on
information in the possession of BNSF, the line does not contain any Federally granted
rights-of-way.



The Bamnes County Emergency Management Agency has indicated to BNSF that
the project area is not within a flood plain and has no concems regarding the proposed
project.

According to the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the rail line is located in an area of prime farm land. However, the
agency does not believe that the proposed abandonment activities will have any effect on
the farmlands.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, who has jurisdiction over Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act, has indicated to BNSF that the project, as described, will have
no significant impact on fish and wildlife resources. The North Dakota Game and Fish
Department has also indicated that there would be no impacts to wildlife or wildlife
habitat a5 a result of the proposed abandonment.

The North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department has indicated that the
proposed project will not affect any state parks lands or Land and Water Conservation
Fund recreation projects which they coordinate or that are within their purview.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) states that there are no wildlife
sanctuaries or refuges, nor any national or state parks that would be affected by the
proposed abandonment. However, BLM asks that it be kept informed of any new
developments as the abandonment process moves forward. SEA requests that they are

added to the service list and that they receive a copy of this environmental assessment
(EA). '

HISTORIC REVIEW

BNSF submitted an historic report as required by the Board’s environmental rules
[49 CFR 1105.8(a)]. BNSF served the report on the State Historical Society of North
Dakota (SHPO) pursuant to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA). Based on their review, the SHPO has submitted comments stating that no
historic properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places (National Register) would be affected by the proposed abandonment. We have
reviewed the report and the information provided by the SHPO and concur with the
SHPO’s comments.

Pursuant to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s regulations for
implementing the section 106 process of the National Historic Preservation Act at 36
CFR 800.5(c) and 36 CFR 800.8, we have determined that the proposed abandonment
will not adversely affect historic properties listed in or eligible for inclusion in the
National Register. The documentation for this finding, as specified at 36 CFR 800.11(e),
consists of the applicant’s/railroad’s historic report, all relevant correspondence, and this
EA, which have been provided to the SHPO and made available to the public.



imposition of a public use condition (49 CFR 1152.28) must be filed with the Board and
served on the railroad within the time specified in the Federal Register notice.

TRAILS USE

A request for a notice of interim trail use (NITU) is due to the Board, with a copy
to the railroad, within 10 days of publication of the notice of the petition for exemption in
the Federal Register. Nevertheless, the Board will accept late-filed requests as long as it
retains jurisdiction to do so in a particular case. This request must comply with the
Board's rules for use of rights-of-way as trails (49 CFR 1152.29).

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

The Board's Office of Public Services responds to questions regarding interim
trail use, public use, and other reuse alternatives. You may contact the Office of Public
Services directly at (202) 565-1592, or mail inquiries to Surface Transportation Board,
Office of Public Services, Washington, DC 20423.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENTS

If you wish to file comments regarding this environmental assessment, send an
original and two copies to Surface Transportation Board, Case Control Unit, Washington,
DC 20423, to the attention of Catherine Glidden, who prepared this environmental
assessment. Environmental comments may also be filed electronically on the Board’s
web site, www.stb.dot.gov by clicking on the “E-FILING” link. Please refer to Docket
No. AB-6 (Sub No. 427X) in all correspondence, including e-filings, addressed to the
Board. If you have any questions regarding this environmental assessment, please
contact Catherine Glidden, the environmental contact for this case, by phone at (202)
565-1542, fax at (202) 565-9000, or e-mail at gliddenc@stb.dot.gov

Date made available to the public: January 28, 2005.
Comment due date: February 14, 2005 (15 days).

By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis.
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